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Practices Glossary

Steep Slopes means naturally occurring landscapes
that exceed 12% in slope (the vertical change in
ground elevation is 6 feet or more over a horizontal
distance of 50 feet).

Stream means part of a watercourse, either natural or
artificially created, which contains an intermittent or
perennial base flow of groundwater origin. Base flows
of groundwater origin can be distinguished by any of
the following physical indicators:

• Hydrophytic vegetation, hydric soil or other hydro-
logic indicators in the area(s) where groundwater
enters the stream channel, in the vicinity of the
stream headwaters, channel bed or channel banks.

• Flowing waters not directly related to a storm event.
• Historical records of a local high groundwater
table, such as well and stream gauge records.

Structure means any assembly of materials above or
below the surface of the land or water, including but
not limited to buildings, bulkheads, piers, docks, land-
ings, dams, waterway obstructions, paving, roadways,
poles, fences, towers, cables, pipelines, drainage tiles
and other aboveground or underground installations.

Transition Area means the recommended distance
from a Natural Feature to a permitted development or
activity.

Threatened or Endangered Species means any plant
or animal which may become endangered in part or
all of its range, and has been so designated by the State
of Michigan pursuant to Part 365 of NREPAor by the
federal government pursuant to 16 USC § 1531, et seq.

Water Bodymeans any body of water that has definite
banks, a bed and visible evidence of a continued oc-
currence of water. Water bodies include, but are not
limited to, lakes and ponds.

Watercourse means any body of water (stream,
creeks, rills, drains) that has definite banks, a bed and
visible evidence of a continued flow. The flow may be
visible throughout the year or may be intermittent and
only visible during certain seasons of the year.

Wetland means land characterized by the presence of
water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support,
and that under normal circumstances does support,
wetland vegetation or aquatic life. Wetland is some-

times commonly referred to as a bog, swamp or
marsh. A wetland need not have standing water for
support of vegetation, inasmuch as saturation of the
soils below the surface of the ground may be sufficient
for the support of wetland vegetation.

Woodlands means areas covered by trees and tall
brush that are equal to or exceed one acre in size.
Such trees must be of a minimum average height of
12 feet and must include trees six inches or more d.b.h.
Corridors of trees that connect wood lots or stands of
trees are included in the acreage determination.Active
orchards for the commercial production of farm prod-
ucts are excluded from this definition.

Landmark Tree

Common Name Botanical Name d.b.h.

All trees, not listed herein 24”
American hornbeam Ostrya virginiana 8”
Arborvitae Thyja 18”
Beech, (American) Fagur grandifolia 18”
Beech, (blue) Carpinus caroliniana 8”
Birch Betula 18”
Black walnut Juglan nigra 20”
Cedar, (red) Juniperus virginiana 12”
Chestnut Castanea 10”
Crabapple/hawthorne Malus/crataegus 12”
Dogwood (flowering) Cornus florida 8”
Fir Abies 18”
Ginkgo Ginkgo 18”
Hemlock Tsuga 18”
Hickory Carya 18”
Kentucky coffeetree Gymnocladus dioicus 18”
Larch/tamarack Larix 12”
London plane/sycamore Platanus 18”
Maple Acer 18”
Oak Quercus 18”
Redbud Cercis canadensis 8”
Sassafras Sassafras albidum 15”
Serviceberry Amelan chier 8”
Spruce Picea 18”
Sweetgum Liquid amber styraciflua 16”
Tulip poplar Liriodendrom tulipifera 18”
White pine Pinus strobus 18”
Wild cherry Prunus 18”
Witch hazel Hamamelis virginiana 8”

This brochure was supported, in part, by a grant from
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Forest,
Mineral and Fire Management, and the USDA Forest
Service, State and Private Forestry Program.

Printed on recycled paper using
10% Post-Consumer Fiber



The following words and phrases are used in the
Best Management Practices booklet.

Activitymeans any use, operation, development or ac-
tion involving artificial change to land, including, but
not limited to, constructing, operating or maintaining
any use or development; erecting or installing build-
ings or structures; utility improvement or installations;
depositing, draining or diverting water; grading;
paving; removal or clearing of wetland, woodland
vegetation or endangered or threatened species habi-
tat; or excavation, mining or drilling operations.

Best Management Practice or BMPs means a prac-
tice, or combination of practices and design criteria
that comply with the Michigan Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality’s Guidebook of BMPs for Michi-
gan Watersheds, or other practices or other design
criteria that accomplish these purposes (including, but
not limited to minimizing or preventing storm water
runoff and preventing the discharge of pollutants into
storm water) as determined by the Township Engineer,
and, where appropriate, the standards of the Kent
County Drain Commissioner.

Contiguous means any of the following:
• A permanent surface water connection or other
direct physical contact with an inland lake, a stream,
a pond or a river.

• A seasonal or intermittent direct surface water
connection to an inland lake or a stream, pond or
river.

• A wetland that is partially or entirely located within
500 feet of the ordinary high water mark of an
inland lake or stream, or a pond or river.

Critical Habitatmeans that portion of an organism’s en-
vironment that is essential for its continued existence.

Critical Root Zone means the area inscribed by an
imaginary circular line on the ground beneath a tree
having as its center point the center of the trunk of the
tree and a radius equal to one foot (1’) for every one
inch (1”) of trunk diameter (DBH). Diameter at Breast
Height (d.b.h.) means the diameter in inches of a tree
measured at four and one-half (4-1/2) feet above the
ground surface.

Developmentmeans any artificial modification to im-
proved or unimproved real property, including, but not

limited to, buildings, structures, mining, dredging, fill-
ing, grading, paving, excavation, drilling operations
and storage of equipment or materials.

Drain means a watercourse designated as a drain by
the Kent County Drain Commissioner that includes,
but is not limited to, drains and inter-county drains es-
tablished pursuant to Chapters 4, 8 and 20 of the Drain
Code of 1956, MCL 280.1, et seq.

Endangered Speciesmeans any plant or animal which
has been so designated by either the State of Michigan
pursuant to Part 365 of NREPAor pursuant to the Fed-
eral Endangered Species Act, 16 USC § 1531, et seq.

Greenway Corridor means a linear open space estab-
lished along either a natural corridor, such as a river-
front, stream valley, or ridge line, or over land along a
railroad right-of-way or other pathway.

Heritage Tree means any tree known to have signifi-
cance because of its size, location and/or memorial or
historic value, as designated by the Township or other
unit of government.

Lake or Stream means a natural or artificial lake,
pond, or impoundment; a river, stream or creek which
may or may not be serving as a drain; or any other
body of water that has definite banks, a bed, and visi-
ble evidence of a continued flow or continued occur-
rence of water.

Landmark Tree means a tree of the size and species
listed below and found to be in good health and con-
dition. (See chart)

Natural Featuresmeans woodlands; wetlands; water-
courses; water bodies; landmark, protected or heritage
trees; steep slopes; and threatened or endangered
species and their critical habitat.

Natural Features Advisory Team (NFAT)means a team
composed of up to five people who have expertise in
matters pertaining to the protection of natural features.
NFAT will be responsible for logging data on proper-
ties and starting a Natural Features Inventory.

Natural Features Identification Assessment means
an evaluation of real property proposed for develop-
ment for the purpose of identifying Natural Features.

Natural Features Transition Area means a vegetated
area of designated width, including native trees,
shrubs and other herbaceous vegetation, which exists
or is established to protect and establish a reasonably
uniform buffer from Natural Features, and within
which development or activity is discouraged by the
Township.

Non-Contiguous Wetlands are isolated wetlands sur-
rounded by upland and that are at least 500 feet from
the ordinary high water mark of a defined watercourse
or water body. Non-contiguous wetlands do not have
a direct connection to an inland lake or stream.

Ordinary HighWater Markmeans the line between up-
land and bottomland that persists through successive
changes in water levels, below which the presence and
action of the water is so common or recurrent that the
character of the land is distinctly different from the
upland and is apparent in the soil itself, the configura-
tion of the surface of the soil and the vegetation. On an
inland lake that has a level established by law, the or-
dinary high water mark means the established high
level.

Personmeans an individual, sole proprietorship, part-
nership, limited liability company, corporation, asso-
ciation or municipality; the State of Michigan; an
instrumentality or agency of the State of Michigan; the
federal government, an instrumentality or agency of
the federal government; or other legal entity.

Pesticides are substances or mixtures of substances
intended to prevent, destroy, repel or mitigate pests.
The federal government has declared pesticides as
compounds intended for use as plant growth regula-
tors, defoliants or desiccants.

Protected Treemeans any heritage tree, landmark tree
or any tree of eight (8) inches or greater diameter at
breast height.

Scenic Vistameans views, especially along roadways,
which consist of natural vegetation, open fields, mead-
ows and woodlands.

Setbackmeans the horizontal distance between the lot
line and the nearest point on the wall of a building or
structure.


